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To sign-up for these events go to www.valleycitychamber.com
or give us a call at the Chamber, 701-845-1891.
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A Message From Your President
Greg Vanney

Chamber Member Renewals

Two January events I’d like to highlight are the District 24 Legislative Forum held January 21 and the Chamber’s Annual Meeting on January 31.

Welcome New Member ...

The Legislative Forum, sponsored by the Chamber and held in the Skoal Room of the
VCSU Student Center, featured Senator Larry Robinson and Representative Dwight
Kiefert engaging in dialogue with more than 50 interested area citizens.

Noos Shop

The wide-ranging discussion covered much of the current activity in the legislative
session, and those assembled asked questions and shared opinions with Robinson and
Kiefert. (Representative Daniel Johnston was unable to attend.)

256 Central Ave N

I find these sessions quite informative and interesting; I think it’s grassroots politics at
its finest. Regardless of one’s political leanings, the forums provide an opportunity to
see a clearer picture of what transpires in Bismarck and what our elected officials are
thinking and doing.
Please join us at an upcoming forum—three more are scheduled for Valley City, to be
held from 9–11 a.m. Saturday morning on March 4, April 1 and April 15. Venues have
yet to be finalized; look for announcements in the Chamber email blast, the TimesRecord and on NewsDakota.com.
The Chamber Annual Meeting was held at the Valley City Town and Country Club last
Monday, with more than 40 Chamber members, board members and guests in attendance. There was a brief business meeting, which included a financial report from
treasurer Jon Aus, along with various committee reports.
Several guests and board members also shared information with those assembled. Jeff
Edwards presented on the Downtown Streetscape project, and Trinity Potts introduced herself as the new employee retention and recruiting coordinator at the Valley
City-Barnes County Development Corporation.
Board member Mike Strom of KLJ shared information about Beautification Committee
work, along with plans for the upcoming phase II of the flood wall project and information about Valley City municipal parking lots getting redone. Board member Dawn
Riley, manager of the North Dakota Winter Show, spoke about the upcoming Winter
Show and their year-round calendar of events. Kari Bodine, VCSU Career Services
coordinator, introduced herself and shared information on the services she provides
to VCSU students and those available to employers looking to hire students or provide
internship opportunities.
An open discussion followed the brief presentations, with participants sharing ideas on
how the Chamber could better serve their needs. The evening was a good networking
event with names put to faces and much information shared. A big positive was having
the board assembled in one place to meet and interact with the members and guests.
Thanks to all who joined us for the meeting.
Do participate in community events such as these when you have the opportunity.
Having a cup of coffee and a bite to eat while you visit with a neighbor or a business
colleague—or your elected officials—is a good thing, a privilege to be enjoyed.

(located inside Dutton’s Valley Gallery)

Kathryn RV Park
Maple River Grain & Agronomy
Triumph, Inc.
James Lochow, CPA
Enterprise Electric
Drug Plastics & Glass Company
Marco Business Products, Inc.
Alliance Pipeline
Abused Person’s Outreach Center
Everyday Assistant
Thomas E. Goven, Attorney
Three Oaks Guest Inn
Valley City Public Works
Central Hair Studio
Bridge City Cruisers

2016-2017 Board of Directors
Greg Vanney, President
Valley City State University
Paul Behle, President-Elect
KSJB
Jon Aus, Treasurer
Sheyenne Care Center
Dawn Riley, Past President
North Dakota Winter Show
Michael Strom, Director
KLJ
Dean Kinney, Director
Lafarge North America
James Jensen, Director
RE/MAX Lawn Realty

Natalie Sayler, Director
Central Avenue Health Mart
Pharmacy
George Dutton, Director
Dutton’s Valley Gallery
Brenda Bjork, Director
Valley City Town & Country Club
Stacey Lilja, Director
Big Iron Auctions
Tom McGee, Director
John Deere Seeding Group
Aaron Cole, Director
GrandStay Hotel & Suites

Dr. Tisa Mason, Ex Officio
VCSU
Dave Carlsrud, Ex Officio
Mayor

STAFF
Kay Vinje
Executive Vice President
kay@valleycitychamber.com
Jerilyn Beckman
Event Coordinator
ofcmgr@valleycitychamber.com
Linda Fenwick
Office Assistant/Motor Vehicle Admin.
mvoffice@valleycitychamber.com
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Chamber Member Update
As Greg Vanney has already mentioned, we enjoyed a very good and productive Annual Chamber Business
Meeting. When asked what can be done to increase the value of your membership, several Members responded
with very interesting ideas to explore as we all go forward. Corporately, we had the opportunity to learn more
about some businesses and challenges they face. We also had the opportunity to visit one on one during the
networking times before and after the business meeting. Thank you to all who attended! If you missed it this
year – we hope you’re able to take part next time in January 2018. However, please know you are always welcome to bring your suggestions, concerns or ideas to myself or any of our Board Members.
As I work with Members, one reoccurring theme I hear is the need to educate our community on what our
Member businesses have to offer. Unfortunately, there are way too many “Best kept secrets” within our new
and existing businesses. How can we change this? Make us part of your marketing plan and let us help you get the word out - tell
us so we can tell others. Here’s a few suggestions how:
Schedule an Ambassador visit – this group will come to your business to learn every detail possible, so that we can share
this information. Pictures will be taken and information put in the Chamber Advantage newsletter.
Schedule a Ribbon Cutting for new or remodeled businesses. Photos and info are then put in our newsletter and
submitted to our local media (Valley City Times Record and Newsdakota.com)
Create a flyer for the monthly Chamber Advantage Newsletter. Provide us with 230 copies and for $30, you can advertise
any specific or general info you like. We will mail the flyers out in the newsletter and send them electronically to the
entire Chamber email list each month.
Volunteer at Chamber events and wear your own business logo
Last but certainly not least, it is the policy of the Chamber to always refer our Members first!
Primarily, our mission is to help our Members thrive, in doing so our entire community wins.
Thank you to those members who renewed their Membership this month (listed on page 2), and welcome new member, Noos
Shop!
---

Kay Vinje Chamber EVP
,

How did your goal setting go? Were you able to create SMART goals? A quick review from last month’s topic of goal setting…
When creating effective goals, ask if the goal is Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Tangible.
Now that you have the SMART goal or goals for your business, the next step is setting up the plan to achieve those goals.
1. Write down the goal – it sounds simple enough yet by not writing down the goal it is hard to take ownership and create the
plan to achieve it. The goal will just be a thought floating around in your mind and not on the front burner to keep you motivated.
2. Set a deadline – your goal needs a deadline otherwise it will be perpetual and that defeats the purpose, right? How are you
going to win a race with no finish line? If you set December 31 as your deadline, create a timeline to visit the goal periodically
throughout the year to measure your success.
3. Create the roadmap – what will the road to achieving my goal look like? What are the action steps? I find the best way to create a roadmap is the break down the goal in to parts. How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time. I want to increase my sales
by 10% by December 31. I probably need more customers and/or sell additional products to existing customers. Do I and my employees have the skill set to accomplish this? Do I need to seek training? What resources do I have at my disposal to increase sales?
Bottom line is, you may have to do some homework before creating the roadmap. The resources available through your own network, online groups like LinkedIn, and other chamber members can be valuable in helping you set up the roadmap.
4. Accountability – will you hold yourself and your team accountable for the goal? I am a one person show so if I fall short, you
guessed it, the person looking back at me is who I hold accountable. Is your drive to achieve greater than the fear of failing?
5. Act – don’t just sit and wish for the goal to be accomplished, go out and do it! Your hard work and that of your employees in
achieving the goal will make for sweet satisfaction and great pat on the back!
Goals usually bring change. In order to achieve a goal, most of us need to move outside our comfort zone as do the employees.
Change is good if you are in the right mindset to embrace it. Next month, I will write about the Joy of Change from Dawn Kaiser.
Good luck with your plan and until next time…

Stacey Lilja, Chamber Board Director
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Ambassador Visits

Matt Pedersen, CPA

Ribbon Cutting

100 Central Ave S
Valley City, ND
701.845.1457
www.valleycitycpa.com
(Ambassadors pictured with Matt Pedersen)

Realtor, James Jensen
RE/MAX Lawn Realty
145 Central Ave N
Valley City, ND
701.845.0782

Ribbon Cutting

(Ambassadors pictured with
James Jensen, Owner Bob Bergan,
and Tommy Bergan)

New Member Visit

A family owned flooring
business serving the areas of
Carrington, Jamestown,
Oakes, Valley City, Lisbon,
Fargo or any town in Eastern
North Dakota. If you’re
working on a budget or
looking to splurge, if you’re
looking for a one stop shop
for carpet, vinyl, hardwood,
LVT or labor with good
prices, professional results,
and the warmth of a family
business, let us take care of
your flooring needs all the
while shopping from home.
Visit us on Facebook to
check out more of our work!

Norberto Rivera
215 Secarse Dr.
Valley City, ND
701.845.9380
www.lavalleflooringinc.com
(Ambassadors pictured with
Owner, Norberto Rivera)
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Ag Events

Every sponsoring business will receive tickets for this event based on
sponsorship level.
Apps, Ale & Ag will be held during the Ag Challenge at the North
Dakota Winter Show, Tuesday, March 7th from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM.
This appreciation social will provide networking opportunities for
businesses and producers.
The Ag Committee is also working on the possibilities of a Farm to
Table event and activities regarding agriculture education for area
youth and the community. Watch for more details about these events,
later this summer.
If you are interested in participating in any of these Ag Committee
events, contact the Chamber Office at 701-845-1891.
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Chamber Happenings
Chamber Annual Business Meeting
January 30th, 2017, 6:30 PM
Valley City Town & Country Club
Thank you to all the Chamber Members and guests that
joined us for this event. Our Committee Chairs gave updates
on things happening at the Chamber. We also had many
guest speakers who gave community updates regarding
employee retention, job searching, beautification plans for
downtown and other areas, and other community events.
An open discussion with our Members at the end, gave insight as to what our members needs are.
Our door is always open, and we love to hear your ideas on
how we can make the Chamber the best it can be, by
supporting YOU!

Thank you to First Community Credit Union for
hosting Business After Hours this month and to all
those who attended.
If you didn’t get a chance to join the fun that evening,
be sure to stop in and meet new branch manager,
Greg Stemen anytime.
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Chamber Happenings
Congratulations to our
Christmas in the Valley
contest winners!
Urban Couture
Snowman Decorating
Contest
Sheyenne Care Center
Parade of Lights

Thank you to those who participated in Christmas in the Valley whether
it be through sponsorship, donating prizes, participating in contests,
selling buttons, keeping your store open late, or just shopping local!
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here f r
e
th!

$30.00
Remember to
SHOP LOCAL!

Chamber Committee Meeting Dates
(dates subject to change)

Ag Committee
TBA
Ambassador Meeting:
February 8th & 15th
Commerce Meeting:
February 24th @ 7:00 AM
CVB:
February 14th @ 11:00 AM
Chamber Board Meeting:
February 10th @ 8:00 AM

City Sales Tax Collections:
Nov. 2016: 151,792.51
Nov. 2015: $176,539.63
Oct. 2016: $193,847.20
Oct. 2015: $206,926.64

Save these dates for 2017:
Pinochle Tournament- Feb. 18 & 19
Chili Cook Off/Community Olympics- March 6
Annual Business Meeting- January 30
Annual Banquet- April
Rally in the Valley- June 17
Crazy Daze- July 26
8

