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A  V a l l e y  C i t y  A r e a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  P u b l i c a t i o n  

Chamber Advantage 
SEPTEMBER 2018 

www.valleycitychamber.com 701-845-1891 

Ag Committee 

Meeting Time: 2nd Thursday of each month at 4:30pm ~ Events: Dinner in the Valley, Ag Social 
 Helps to bridge the relationship between local farmers and the public 

 Assists in educating the community about the farm origins of their food 

 Promotes the importance of agriculture 
 

Ambassador Committee 

Visits: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 10am & 10:30am ~ No annual events 
 Visits new businesses & those with new employees, remodeled locations, new products, etc. 

 Hosts ribbon cutting ceremonies and presents customer service awards 
 

Commerce Committee 

Meeting Time: 4th Friday at 7:30am ~ Events: Crazy Daze, Ladies’ Day, Christmas in the Valley 
 Organizes and hosts a variety of retail events to promote local business  

 Represents local retail businesses  
 

Legislative Committee 

Meeting Time: As needed ~ Events: Legislative and Candidate Forums 
 Hosts legislative and candidate forums and stays up-to-date on current legislative topics 

 

 Why Join? 
Chamber Committees  

 Make social connections 

 Strengthen your community 

 Build your potential client list 

 Develop business relationships  

 Promote your business 

 Enhance quality of life in Valley City 

 Gain event planning experience 

 Leadership opportunities 

Find the Committee that is Right for You 
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A Message From Your President 

Chamber members, thank you so much for your support! As we worked through budget  
planning for the fiscal year beginning October 1st, the board of directors were reminded once 
again of how much your membership and support means to promoting all that is great about 
the Valley City area. If you know of a business that might be interested in membership, please 
let us know, we would love to visit with them.  
 
The new fiscal year also means board reorganization. Four new board members along with 
our incoming president, Natalie Sayler Meyer, and treasurer, Carissa Martin, will take their 
places October 1st. With the quality of people we have, you can feel confident in the future of 
your Chamber of Commerce. 
  
A special thanks to the nominees for the board election. People willing to volunteer for the 
good of the community are what keep us going. We were excited to have 8 wonderful nomi-
nees for 4 positions this year and we hope that those individuals who aren’t nominated for 
this fiscal year, as well as any other chamber members, will consider joining one of the Cham-
ber committees that interests them. Please let us know if you would like to join a committee 
or are interested in learning more.  
 
A final note...this marks the end of my 6th and final year on the Chamber board. I write this 
with mixed feelings. I will miss the people and the work of the Chamber, but I feel confident in 
it’s future. Finances are solid, membership is growing, and new ideas are coming. With your 
help, the Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce will continue to grow and continue to be a 
vibrant, shining light for our people and businesses.   
 

Paul Behle, President 

Paul Behle, President 
KSJB/Mix 93.3 

 
Natalie Sayler Meyer, President-Elect 

Central Avenue Health Mart Pharmacy 
 

Jon Aus, Treasurer 
Sheyenne Care Center 

 
Greg Vanney, Past President 

Valley City State University 
  

Aaron Cole, Director 
GrandStay Hotel & Suites 

 
Dean Kinney, Director 

RKS Sales & Service 
 

Dawn Mathias, Director 
Lerud-Schuldt-Mathias Funeral Home 

 
Carissa Martin 

First Community Credit Union 
 

Nathan McGough, Director 
John Deere Seeding Group 

 
Penny Wolla, Director 

Blush Boutique 

 
Tanya Couture, Director 

Urban Couture 

 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Kay Vinje, Executive Vice President 

Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Reah Tykwinski, Event Coordinator 

Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Linda Fenwick, Motor Vehicle Administrator 
Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 

Please Welcome Our  

Newest Members 
 

Epworth’s Holy Grounds 
680 8th Ave SW 

Valley City, ND  
 

(701)845-0340 
 

Hours 
Monday - Friday 6am - 6pm 

Saturday - 6am - 4pm 

Sunday - Closed 
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A Message From Your EVP 

Fall is certainly in the air with all the excitement of this new season ahead. Your Chamber 
committees are working on a full line up of events starting this fall: the traditional favorites 
and a few new ones. More details will be coming soon! 
 
We know that the more interesting and pleasing a community is – the more successful  
everyone is. The retail businesses, tourism industry, housing market, our schools and college, 
are all directly impacted. And the more pleasing the community is, the easier it will be for  
employers of all sizes to achieve success in attracting the talent they need to take them to the 
next level. 
 
As the Chamber, we have a lot of experience with planning events of all sizes and although we 
do not have the resources to put into action every good idea, we would be happy to help you 
get an event off the ground. We can do this by assisting with initial event planning, promoting 
your event, and locating event planning tools. One important piece of advice we can offer to 
those planning an event is that it’s never too early to start planning; set a date and lay the 
ground work for your next great event as early as you can and then tackle the details  
afterwards. If you are interested in organizing an event, just call the Chamber and schedule an 
appointment with Reah Tykwinski, our Event Coordinator, and me and we will be happy to get 
you started. We’ll equip you with information regarding permits, publicity, timeline, and  
Volunteers, and we are available as a resource for questions that come up throughout the 
planning process. We have also 
included a great new volunteer 
resource guide below that was 
put together by the Leadership 
and Volunteerism Committee 
for your reference. 
 
Having more events and things 
to do in Valley City will surely 
add more flavor and interest 
into our beautiful community. 
Last year Expedia named Valley 
City the most beautiful town in 
North Dakota – now let’s make 
it the most fun town as well! 
 

Kay Vinje, Executive Vice 

President 
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Alley Beans 
 

231 3rd St NE 
Valley City, ND 

 
701-490-3752 

 
Hours 

Monday - Saturday 7 AM - 8 PM 
 

 

 

Ambassador Visits 

The Ambassadors started out their morning on 
August 15th with a visit to Valley City’s newest 
coffee shop, Alley Beans. The shop opened on 
July 2nd and is located on 3rd Street Northeast 
next to Jackie’s Pet Spa and near the post office. 
The store has been beautifully renovated and 
decorated to make customers feel welcome and 
at home. Not only does Alley Beans offer coffee 
and specialty drinks, fresh Sandy’s Donuts are 
brought in once a week and they serve 
Grandma’s Kuchen, pies, bars, cookies, popcorn 
balls, scones, and more!  

 
The Ambassadors had a wonderful 
time hearing about how Carol’s 
dream for Alley Beans was brought 
to life. Carol shared with us that she 
and her father had visions of one 
day opening up a coffee shop where 
students were welcome and could 
get help with there homework and 
now years later, that dream has 
come true! We are excited about 
this new addition to Valley City and 
encourage you to check it out, you 
won’t be disappointed! 
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The Ambassadors visited Mainstay Breads located 
at The Vault on Central Avenue on Wednesday,  
August 15th. Mainstay Breads is a bakery owned 

by Lorraine and 
John Curtis that 
specializes in  homemade breads. They have been baking 
and cooking for over 30 years, and a year and a half ago, 
they decided to sell their breads for others to enjoy. John 
and Lorraine also make other various baked goods, provide 
home-style catering for events, and manage The Vault and 
the Candy Emporium downtown. The Ambassadors learned 
about the different breads Mainstay Breads makes and how 
they like to use locally sourced ingredients as much as  
possible along with how they fresh-freeze breads so that 
they are available to their customers whenever they may 
need them. Visit the Vault and Candy Emporium to find hand
-dipped chocolates, baked goods, and breads or call or email 
Mainstay Breads to place an order or inquire about catering.  

And be sure to try their molasses brown bread as well. Lorraine shared with us that it is a 
recipe that has been passed down through five generations and is a customer favorite!  
 

 

Mainstay Breads 
 

Located at The Vault 
223 Central Ave N 

Valley City, ND 
 

701-840-2361 
 

mainstaybreads@hotmail.com 
 

Contact Mainstay Breads to place an order 
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Would you like to host 

Business After Hours  
at your place of business? 

 

Please let us know so we can get you on the schedule  
 

Call us at 701-845-1891 or email chamber@valleycitychamber.com 

 

Healthier You Nutrition 
 

256 East Main Street 
Valley City, ND 

 
701-367-3079 

 
Hours 

Monday - Friday 7 AM - 2 PM 
 

The Ambassadors had a great visit to 
Healthier 
You Nutrition on Wednesday, August 29th. Healthier You  
Nutrition is located on Main Street in Downtown Valley City. We 
met with owner Kassie Lacina, who educated us about the  
nutrition behind the Herbalife products she uses at her store and 
we also got to try out the products firsthand. At Healthier You 
Nutrition, 
Kassie 
serves aloe 
shots, tea, 
and  
protein 
shakes, in 

a variety of flavors and is also  
available for personalizing plans for 
individuals who are looking to get 
healthier or lose weight. Visit her 
store Monday through Friday from 
7am to 2pm to try out her delicious 
products for yourself! 
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Save the Dates 

A Special Thanks 
The Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce Staff would like to thank the 
following Board Members who will be leaving or have left the board this 
year for all of their years of service and dedication. You will be missed! 

 

Paul Behle - Chamber President - KSJB/Mix 93.3 
Jon Aus - Chamber Treasurer - Sheyenne Care Center 

Brenda Bjork - Valley City Town & Country Club 
Stacey Lilja - Formerly with Big Iron Auctions 
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Chamber Committee  

Meeting Dates 
 

Ag Committee 
TBD 

 

Ambassador Visits 
September 12th & 26th 

 

Board Meeting 
September 21st @ 8:00 AM 

 

Commerce Meeting 
September 28th @ 7:30 AM 

 

CVB 
September 11th @ 11:00 AM 

 
 (dates subject to change) 

Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 

250 West Main St     PO Box 724 

Valley City, ND 58072 

(701) 845-1891 

www.valleycitychamber.com 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUIRED 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 

Permit No. 2 

Valley City, ND 58072 

Upcoming Events 

 
Thursday, September 6th 

 

Back to the City Night 
Downtown Valley City 

5:30 -  7:30pm 

     

Saturday, September 8th 
 

VCSU Ag Bowl 
Downtown Valley City 

5:30 -  7:30pm 

 

Saturday, November 10th 
 

Ladies’ Day 
Downtown & Around Valley City 

 


