
Valley City-Barnes County Development Corporation Board Meeting  
Monday, April 10, 2017 
6:45 a.m., Regional Technology Center, 415 Winter Show Road (Large Conference Room) 
 

PRESENT: Tony Kobbervig, George Gaukler, Josh Kasowski, Paige Bjornson, Bobby Koepplin, Mary Simonson, 
Wade Bruns, Bill Carlblom, Luke Trapp, Dean Kinney, Jennifer Feist and Alicia Hoffarth 
ABSENT: JoAnn Hooper, Leighton Smith and Mike Metcalf 
EX-OFFICIO: Chad Petersen, KLJ; Tisa Mason, VCSU; Keith Andersen, ICTC; Matt Pedersen, City Commission and 
Jeff Bopp, VCACTC 
President Tony Kobbervig called the meeting to order at 6:45 a.m. 
AGENDA: No changes 
 

MINUTES:  Mary Simonson moved to approve the March 13th minutes. Luke Trapp seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: March 31st quarter ending. Membership-14 new members (11 paid-$2,260, 3 A/R-
$675), $2,600 to make budget. Class 200-tracks Flex PACE and loan from unrestricted funds to VCDC. Classes 210 
and 220-received refund from Bank of ND for unused Flex PACE for Providence Preschool, which are restricted 
funds. Tech II-$254,900 ($50,000 is restricted). Legislative Reception-not expected to use the full $2,000 
approved, final amounts pending. Bobby Koepplin moved to approve the financial statements as presented. Mary 
Simonson seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:00 a.m. Mary Simonson moved to go into Executive Session. Dean Kinney seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

NOTE: Bill Carlblom left at 7:20 am.  
 

CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:25 a.m. Bobby Koepplin moved to close the Executive Session. Mary Simonson 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

PETRO SERVE USA: George Gaukler moved to approve $33,333 Flex PACE Loan for Petro Serve. Paige Bjornson 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

NW INDUSTRIAL PARK BUILDING: Parameters-keep it simple, minimize investment. Board is comfortable moving 
forward and working with the two parties; good to support local businesses. Committee: Bobby Koepplin, Mary 
Simonson, Tony Kobbervig and George Gaukler. If necessary, lease rates will come back to Board for approval. 
 

ND WINTER SHOW: Need to find space for VCBCDC staff. Looking at options to retrofit NDWS front area to 
include the office space needed. Is it possible for them to finance $350,000? Consider Flex PACE of $30,000 as a 
grant. Has not been discussed by NDWS Board. Moving to different office space needs to be more efficient and 
cost effective before proceeding. Would need to increase our operating budget to pay increased rent at Rosebud 
or other location. Vendors were told they need to report sales for the local sales tax and food and beverage tax. 
Not sure of follow through and who reports sales. Are vendors’ names reported to the state? 
 

BANQUET: April 20th at VCSU. Re-election-Leighton Smith, JoAnn Hooper, Paige Bjornson and Wade Bruns. 
Nominating Committee – Mary Simonson, Bobby Koepplin, and Dean Kinney. 
 

EAGLE CREEK: Nothing further at this time. 
 

FLEX PACE: Have not drawn on Line of Credit. Financial summary shows $85,000 available for service/retail. 
Additional funds to be received by January 1st. Multi-family-shortfall $3,900; $287,900 paid to Bank of ND. Total 
commitments are $968,703. Unrestricted funds-about $500,000, $150,000 from land sale, and $200,000 from 
Tech II. If Flex PACE for ND Winter Show is provided as a grant, funds could be sourced from Roundtable or 
unrestricted funds. Housing Vacancy-Still demand for new 1 Bedroom or upgraded/like new 1 bedroom units; also 



garages for existing units. Vacancy Rates 0-1% for new, 5-6% for remodeled units; rate is substantially higher for 
older units that have not been renovated. Waiting lists for rental houses, some need to be upgraded. ND Housing 
Incentive Fund is expected to go away. May see a second Meridian complex constructed. How do we encourage 
older units to be renovated; do we consider adjusting Flex PACE criteria? Many places need to be renovated; may 
help to provide an incentive to remodel. May be complicated but worth it. Not having a garage may be a 
detriment to older places. Next 6 months-will determine needs based on expansions that occur. Requests will 
come to the Board. Future discussions/decisions-consider what are our intentions, goals, and guidelines might be. 
  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: VDG Roundtable-revitalize/update, plays into retention/recruiting etc. As a starting point, 
use the layout of what happens when 100, 200, or 300 new people move to Valley City.  Tech II Energy Study 
completed by Trane: looking at spikes when there should not be, etc. Could save up to 14% with tweaks ($3,900). 
Costs are up to $3,000 in first year, but savings should increase after.  Review Trinity’s report.  Providence 
PreSchool has been closed.  Conference call with state on CDLF loan terms, etc. for I94 RDC today at 1 pm.  There 
being no further business, President Tony Kobbervig adjourned the meeting. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
Jennifer Feist 
Director of Development 


