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City Sales Tax Extension

Announcing Support for City
Sales Tax Extension

The City of Valley City has a 2.5% sales
tax on online and in-store sales. Funds
from the 2.5% are broken down into
three portions (1% + 1% + 0.5%) and
strategically reinvested back into the
community to address specific needs.
In June, voters will be asked to extend
the term for two of the three portions
of the sales tax. These two portions (1%
+ 1%) are directly tied to funds
supporting property tax relief, city
infrastructure, economic development
and retail enhancement.

“Support from the people of Barnes County is greatly appreciated and

has provided the community with critical financial resources to make it

a better place.  That’s what drives us – we strive to make a difference for

people and improve their quality of life.  We hope to have your support

for this extension; the city sales tax has changed us for the better.”

                         – Jennifer Feist, Director of Development, VCBCDC

Reinvesting to Address Community Needs

On June 14, 2022 the City of Valley City will take an advisory vote on the proposal to
extend the city sales tax through December 31, 2059. VCBCDC supports the extension
of the 2% portion and urges Valley City residents to support the proposal as well. The
vote is an extension of time only and will not increase the costs for residents or
visitors. The extension ensures financial resources are in place for continued
reinvestment into the community. Funds accrued from city sales tax reduce costs
associated with repair or replacement of water lines, sanitary systems and storm
sewers, and the overall betterment of the community; including job creation, business
recruitment and community amenities. Polls will be open from 7:00AM to 7:00PM on
Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at the Barnes County Courthouse; absentee ballots will be
available by April 30th at the Barnes County Auditor’s Department.

For more information contact us at 701.840.7820 or vdg@hellovalley.com



The Impact of Flex PACE

In our January Newsletter we provided: 1) a basic description of the program, 2) how it could benefit a

borrower and 3) why the Development Corporation established the program locally. In this issue, we will

lay out the numbers and the story they tell of return on investment for businesses and our community.

Business Sectors
Childcare

Service & Retail

Multi-Family Housing

(new & existing)

Where
Sanborn

Rogers

Wimbledon

Litchville

Tower City

Lake Ashtabula

Valley City

Projects
Business Purchases

Expansions

Equipment

Building Renovations

New Businesses

Low Income Housing

Apartment Building Renovations

New Apartment Construction
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Since the program began in 2013, Flex PACE has had a momentous impact on Barnes County; it is the

single most important and impactful program the Development Corporation has done for service and

retail businesses and multi-family housing. By establishing this program and investing in other sectors

of the economy, the Development Corporation is supporting primary sector businesses so they can

continue to grow.

 Contact Jennifer at 701.840.7820 for more information.

$79.7 Million
Private Sector Invested

105 PROJECTS FUNDED
The Impact to Date:

88 Projects (84%)
Funded by the

Development Corporation

17 Projects (16%)
Funded using City & County

economic development funds

$6.7 Million
Interest savings secured

through BND (Grant)

$393,000
Interest savings secured

through BND (Grant)

$2.2 Million
Local funds loaned

to businesses

into Barnes County

$125,000
Local funds loaned

to businesses
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Community Career Corner 

Thank you to all the businesses that participated in the

Community Career Corner at the North Dakota Winter

Show! Employers spent over 13 hours connecting with

community members and visitors while promoting the vast

career and job opportunities in Barnes County. An

additional 12 hours were put in by VCBCDC staff

networking with employers to better understand their

needs and connecting with job seekers who were looking to

relocate to Barnes County as well as near term college

graduates ready to start their careers.

The Valley City - Barnes County Development Corporation

understands the workforce challenges our businesses are

facing and we are here to help. From writing job

descriptions and posting open jobs to helping job seekers

through application processes and addressing training

needs, we work with our businesses every step of the way.

If you see a need for training, would like some tips for getting more responses on your job posts or

have a candidate that could use some help completing your application process, contact Kara at

701.490.3536 or recruit@hellovalley.com.

Recruitment

Finding a job

Labor market statistics

Unemployment

Job Service North Dakota's Fargo branch will be visiting

Valley City's Workforce Center (250 West Main St., 2nd floor)  

every other Thursday, from 10:00AM - 12:00PM. Businesses,

job seekers and individuals looking for workforce-related

assistance or information in any of the following areas are

encouraged to stop in:

Can't make it in? Job Service North Dakota is also offering

virtual outreach services the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each

month from 1:00PM - 3:00PM. Employers and individuals

are encouraged to live chat or video call with a member of

the Job Service North Dakota staff. For more information on

how to register, visit jobsnd.com/outreach.

Job Service Visits the Valley
Thursday

April 7th
Thursday

21th

Thursday

May 5th
Thursday

19th

ThursdayJune 2nd
Thursday

16th
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The VCBCDC employs a full-time Resource

Development Specialist (RDS) who serves as a

grant coach for government and nonprofit

organizations in Barnes County.

Paint a Clear Picture

Be specific about your needs. Describe in
detail the challenges that exist and how the
funds will help overcome them.

Grant Guidance

Since its inception in 2001, the RDS position

assisted with acquiring over $13.87M in grant funds

for Barnes County. The position is funded each

year by approximately $60,000 of city sales tax

funds dedicated to economic development. Nearly

every facet of the community has benefited from

the services provided by this position and the

community has realized a significant and impactful

return on investment of over $633,500 annually.
For assistance with grants, contact Trinity at
701.490.3530 or vdgoffice@hellovalley.com

5 Grant Writing Tips

Address a Specific Project

You want the the connections between the
challenges, project and the population served
to be obvious. Keep your application concise. 

Establish a Timeline and Stick to it

Grants can have strict requirements for data,
attachments, partnerships, etc. All these can
take time, so be sure to prioritize your to do
list, set deadlines and stick to them.

Stay Positive

Use your application to tell your story and
create excitement for your project; don't
focus solely on the problems themselves.

Check, Double Check and Check Again

Errors diminish the quality of applications. Double
check for errors in all sections (don't forget the
budget) and ensure each question is answered
fully. Then have an objective viewer do the same.

A recent collaboration with the Sheyenne Valley

Area Career and Technology Center was the

application for the CTE Capital Grant. The SVACTC

was awarded over $3.1M for their project, which

includes an addition and updates to the current

building as well as equipment purchases to provide

students access to industry-specific technologies.  

The RDS also played a role in grant applications to

secure over $500,000 for the Sheyenne River Water

Trail, which will span across four counties from

Lake Ashtabula to the Sheyenne National

Grasslands.


